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NOTES. 

Mr. W. P. Ker, whose "Epic and Romance" made him 
at once master of the field of early Germanic poetry, was the 
natural person to whom was assigned the volume on "The 
Dark Ages" (Scribners), dealing with the earliest or intro- 
ductory term in "Periods of European Literature." The gen- 
eral editor of the series, Professor Saintsbury, had already 
treated the immediately following period, "The Flourishing 
of Romance and the Rise of Allegory." For the Mediaeval 
age — ;'. c, after I ioo — is clearly divided from the Dark Age 
before noo, "the centuries of the barbarian migration before 
the establishment of the Romance literatures or of the kind 
of civilization that is implied in them." 

The great body of the literature of the North, in this age, 
is the Teutonic alliterative verse — definite in character and 
original in medium, with new languages and a new subject- 
matter. The literature of the South is still in Latin, descend- 
ed without interruption from classical times, as the conserver 
of classical traditions in education and culture. Consequent- 
ly, after Mr. Ker's brief but lucid Introduction, his chapters 
fall readily into "The Elements," "Latin Authors," "The Teu- 
tonic Languages," and, in a final general chapter, "Ireland 
and Wales; Greece; The Romance Tongue." 

The most typical feature of the Latin literature of this pe- 
riod is the popular Latin verse — the hymns, the sequences, 
and even Latin versions of Northern themes in epic forms. 
The old German epic fragments of the battle between Hilde- 
brand and Hadubrand, his son — eventually the "Sohrab and 
Rustam" story — and the pagan "Muspilli" description of the 
end of the world; the Anglo-Saxon "Beowulf" and "Battle of 
Maldon ;" the Icelandic sagas of the "Elder Edda" — comprise 
the heart of the discussion of the chapter on "The Teutonic 
Languages." The Icelandic material is treated more at length 
and in some detail because not so well known. Merely the 
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general results and tendencies of the contributions of the Celtic 
genius in Ireland and Wales are illustrated ; and the volume 
closes with a brief reference to the influence of Greece in the 
Dark Ages and to the origin and nature of the early French 
epic. 

"The Art of the Italian Renaissance" (G. P. Putnam's 
Sons), translated from the German of Heinrich Wolfflin, 
Professor of Art-History at Berlin University, purports to be 
a "Handbook for Students and Travelers." It is a book for the 
general reader as well. The first part is devoted to chapters 
on Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael, Fra Bartolom- 
meo, and Andrea del Sarto. Part second comprises chapters 
on the New Feeling, the New Beauty, and the New Pictorial 
Form. It is wholly with problems of form that the author 
deals, leaving for future consideration the question of color 
and the other artistic phenomena of the Renaissance period ; 
and his treatise is on composition or design and a guide to the 
purpose of those Florentine and Roman painters who relied 
upon pure design rather than upon color and chiaro-oscuro for 
the expression of their thoughts. He bases his study of the 
period upon the works of these great masters, rather than upon 
their lives, and of these works the reader is happy in the numer- 
ous reproductions presented. Sir Walter Armstrong, Director 
of the National Gallery, Dublin, writes a brief prefatory note. 



The value of the services of Reuben Gold Thwaites, Lec- 
turer on American History in the University of Wisconsin 
and Secretary and Superintendent of the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin, to historical science in this country 
is incalculable. His work in the Historical Society of his 
State is one of which any man might well be proud. As a 
writer of historical monographs he has been indefatigable. 
"Down Historic Water Ways," "The Story of Wisconsin," 
"Stories of the Badger State," "Father Marquette," "Daniel 
Boone," "History of the University of Wisconsin" — this is 
but a partial list of his published books. In addition, he has 
been the editor of six volumes of the Wisconsin Historical 
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Collection, seventy-three volumes of "The Jesuit Relations," 
"Chronicles of Border Warfare," and other valuable contribu- 
tions to historical literature. His most recent work as editor 
is in two volumes, entitled "A New Discovery of a Vast 
Country in America, by Father Louis Hennepin, being re- 
printed from the second London issue of 1698, with fac- 
similes of original title-pages, maps, and illustrations, and 
the addition of Introduction, Notes, and Index." Hennepin 
was a Franciscan Recollet in the latter part of the seven- 
teenth century, who was so fortunate as to be associated with 
pioneers and explorers in New France and in the Mississippi 
Valley. As missionary he had some wonderful experiences; 
but as the narrator of these experiences in his "Description 
da la Louisiane" (1682), in his "Nouvelle Decouverte" 
(1697), and in his "Nouveau Voyage" (1698), he was guilty 
of "inexcusable and bungling mendacity." Nevertheless, in 
Mr. Thwaites's opinion, his works are invaluable contribu- 
tions to the sources of American history, deserving study 
and furnishing rare entertainment to the reader; and of the 
three works the editor regards the "Nouvelle Decouverte," as 
it appeared in its English version in 1698, the most satis- 
factory. Its value as a contribution to American history is 
greatly enhanced by Mr. Thwaites's editorial labors, and by 
the "Bibliographical Data" ("the first accurate bibliography 
of Hennepin which has thus far been published"), furnished 
by Mr. Victor Hugo Paltsits, of the Lenox Library, New 
York. The publishers (A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago) have 
spared neither pains nor expense to present the volumes in 
a style worthy of the character of the work. 

Optimism, and a courageous fronting of the problems and 
perplexities in life pervade all the sermons and addresses of Dr. 
Henry Van Dyke. These qualities stand out markedly in an 
attractive booklet, "Joy and Power : Three Messages with One 
Meaning" (New York : Crowell) . The titles of the three mes- 
sages are : The Battle of Life, The Good Old Way, and Opti- 
mism. 

A very practical illustration of these principles is furnished 
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in "Optimism," an essay by Miss Helen Keller, another dainty 
booklet by the same publishers, with portrait frontispiece. The 
remarkable story of the young author's life and achievement, 
despite being both deaf and blind, is here followed by a dis- 
cussion of what may be termed her creed of cheerfulness, based 
on her experience and her readings from books. 
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